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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 309682 

LIMDIS; USIAEA 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PARM, TECH, IAEA, AR 

SUBJECT: SAEEGUARDS ON REPROCESSING AT EZEIZA 

REF: (A) BUENOS AIRES A-I39;(B) IAEA VIENNA 8485 

1. AN NRC COMMISSIONER HAS ASKED THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, 

INEORMALLY, IE IT CAN CLARIFY THE FACTS WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SAFEGUARDS STATUS OE THE SMALL PILOT REPROCESSING 
PLANT AT EZEIZA, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND HAS BEEN DISMANTLED. 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 309682 

MISSION IS REQUESTED TO MAKE LOW KEY APPROACH TO APPROPRIATE 
IAEA OEFICIALS SO THAT WE CAN RESPOND TO THE COMMISSIONER: 

(A) WHAT WAS THE BASIS EOR THE STATEMENTS IN PRIOR IAEA 
ANNUAL REPORTS THAT THIS EACILITY (OR MATERIAL PRESENT 
THERE) WAS UNDER SAEEGUARDS AND WHAT SAFEGUARDS AGREEMENT 
WAS INVOLVED; (B) WHAT REPROCESSING WAS CARRIED OUT, WHEN, 

WHAT MATERIAL WAS INVOLVED AND THE ORIGIN OE THE MATERIAL; 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


AND (C) WHAT SAFEGUARDS ACTIVITIES WERE CARRIED OUT BY 
THE IAEA WITH RESPECT TO SUCH REPROCESSING AND WHEN? 

2. EYI: THE FOLLOWING IS BACKGROUND. IT OUR UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE SUBJECT FACILITY WAS A LABORATORY SCALE PILOT 
PLANT, WAS BUILT BY THE BRITISH AND BEGAN OPERATING IN 
1968. THE IAEA BULLETIN VOL. 14 NO. 6 (1972) (PAGE 4) 

STATES THAT PLUTONIUM HAS BEEN CHEMICALLY SEPARATED AT THIS 
FACILITY SINCE 1969. REF (A) REPORTS AN ARGENTINE 
AUTHORITY AS STATING IN 1975 THAT THE FACILITY HAD BEEN 
DISMANTLED SOME TIME AGO. REE (B) QUOTES AN IAEA INSPEC- 
TOR AS SAYING THAT THE REPROCESSING FACILITY HAS NOT 
OPERATED SINCE 1970 WHEN THAT INSPECTOR BECAME INVOLVED 
IN SAFEGUARDS IN ARGENTINA. IAEA ANNUAL REPORTS COVERING 
THE PERIOD FROM JULY 1969 THROUGH JUNE 1975 INCLUDE THIS 
FACILITY IN THE LIST OE NUCLEAR INSTALLATIONS UNDER IAEA 
SAEEGUARDS OR CONTAINING SAEEGUARDED MATERIAL. END FYI. 

3. PLEASE SLUG REPLY EOR DISTRIBUTION ONLY TO STATE, 

DOE AND ACDA. CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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